MRY-17-2007 10=13 



POPOUICH a UILES 



612 334 8994 P. 05/15 



Amendment and Response Attorney Docket: SBC1030US 

Applicants: Andrea Qrignani et al. 
Serial No.: 10/782,412 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in 
the application. 

Claims 1 to 42 (Cancelled), 

43. (New) A process for depositing an active substance on selected regions 
of the surface of a stent, comprising: 

(i) providing the active substance in at least one form selected from the 
group consisting of a powder and a paste; 

(ii) making a bed or mat of the active substance; and 

(iii) depositing the active substance on the selected regions of the surface 
of the stent by exposing the stent to the bed or mat of active substance so that the 
active substance is transferred at least in part onto the surface of the stent, 

wherein the stent is exposed to the bed or mat of active substance with 
application of pressure and wherein no electrostatic charging is used to deposit the 
active substance onto the surface of the stent. 

44. (New) The process according to claim 43, wherein the process 
comprises: 

(i) exposing the stent to the bed or mat of active substance in such a way 
that the active substance coats a surface of the stent, the surface coated comprising 
the selected regions and the other regions of the surface of the stents; and 

(ii) removing the active substance from the other regions of the surface of 
the stent. 
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45. (New) The process according to claim 43, wherein the process 
comprises; 

(i) applying on the stent a mask with openings which leave uncovered the 
selected regions; 

(ii) exposing the stent with the mask applied thereto to the bed or mat of 
active substance, so that the active substance coats the mask and the selected 
regions left uncovered by the openings of the mask; and 

(iii) removing the mask from the stent. 

46, (New) The process according to claim 45, wherein the process 
comprises: 

(i) applying on the stent a first mask with first openings, which leave 
uncovered first selected regions of the stent; 

(ii) exposing the stent, with the first mask applied thereto, to the bed or mat 
of active substance so that the active substance coats the mask and the first 
selected regions left uncovered by the first openings of the first mask; 

(tii) removing the first mask from the stent; 

(iv) applying on the stent a second mask with second openings which leave 
uncovered second selected regions of the stent; 

(v) exposing the stent, with the second mask applied thereto, to a bed or 
mat of a second active substance, so that the second active substance will coat the 
second mask and the second selected regions left uncovered by the second 
openings of the second mask; and 

(vi) removing the second mask from the stent. 
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47. (New) The process according to claim 43, wherein the active substance 
is applied only on the selected regions of the surface of the stent. 

48. (New) The process according to claim 44, wherein the active substance 
is removed from the other regions of the surface of the stent by jets of fluid. 

49. (New) The process according to claim 44, wherein the active substance 
is removed from the other regions of the surface of the stent by fitting the stent on 
a nozzle comprising a perforated tube and emitting jets of fluid from the nozzle 
and through the inside of the stent. 

50. (New) The process according to claim 48, wherein me jets of fluid 
comprise jets of liquid interspersed with puffs of air. 

51. (New) The process according to claim 49, wherein the jets of fluid 
comprise jets of liquid interspersed with puffs of air. 

52. (New) The process according to claim 48, wherein the jets of fluid 
comprise jets of water. 

53. (New) The process according to claim 49, wherein the jets of fluid 
comprise jets of water. 

54. (New) The process according to claim 48, wherein the jets of fluid 
comprise puffs of nitrogen. 
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55. (New) The process according to claim 49, wherein the jets of fluid 
comprise puffs of nitrogen. 

56. (New) The process according to claim 44, wherein the active substance 
is removed from the other regions of the surface of the stent by rubbing the surface 
of the stent with respect to a rubbing support. 

57. (New) The process according to claim 56, wherein the rubbing support 
has a compliant surface, 

58. (New) The process according to claim 43, wherein the stent, with the 
active substance deposited on the selected regions of the surface of the stent, is 
subjected to a treatment for stabilizing the active substance. 

59. (New) The process according to claim 58, wherein the treatment for 
stabilizing the active substance is chosen from the group consisting of: 

(i) exposure to temperature or thermal cycles; 

(ii) dipping in solvent for controlled lengths of time; 

(iii) exposure to solvent spray; 

(iv) exposure to solvent vapors; 

(v) selective treatment with a laser, 

(vi) selective or integral application of a protective adhesive coating; and 

(vii) lyophilization. 

60. (New) The process according to claim 44, wherein the stent, with the 
active substance deposited on the selected regions of the surface of the stent, is 
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subjected to a treatment for stabilizing the active substance, and wherein the 
treatment for stabilizing the active substance is performed after the removal of the 
active substance from the other regions of the surface of the stent. 

61. (New) The process according to claim 43, wherein the process is 
performed on the stent when the stent is in a radially contracted condition. 

62. (New) The process according to claim 43, wherein the process is 
performed on the stent when the stent is in a radially expanded condition, and then 
the stent is subjected to radial contraction. 

63. (New) The process according to claim 43, wherein at least some of the 
selected regions are cavities or recesses in the surface of the stent. 

64. (New) The process according to claim 43, wherein the active substance 
comprises FK506, 

65. (New) The process according to claim 43, wherein the active substance 
consists essentially of FK506. 

66. (New) The process according to claim 64, wherein the active substance 
consists essentially of FK506 in the form of powder with a grain size not greater 
than 15 micron. 
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67, (New) The process according to claim 64, wherein the active substance 
consists essentially of FK506 in the form of a paste with a viscosity having a value 
not less than 100,000 cps. 

68. (New) The process according to claim 63, wherein the active substance 
deposited in the cavities or recesses is subjected to a treatment for stabilizing the 
active substance selected from the group consisting of: 

(i) exposing the cavities or recesses that contain the active substance to a 
laser; and 

(ii) selective or integral application of a protective adhesive coating in the 
form of a plug to close the cavities or recesses that contain the active substance. 

69. (New) The process according to claim 43, wherein the active substance 
is in the form of a paste. 

70, (New) The process according to claim 43, wherein the stent is exposed 
to the bed or mat of active substance by rolling the stent in the bed or mat of active 
substance. 
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